[Correlation between integrin alpha5beta1 expression in colorectal carcinomas and the biological behavior of the carcinoma cells].
To study the correlation between the expression of integrin alpha5beta1 in colorectal carcinomas and the differentiation and metastasis of the tumor cells. The expression levels of integrin alpha5beta1 were detected immunohistochemically in 81 pairs of cancerous and non-cancerous tissues of patients with colorectal cancer. The expression of integrin alpha5beta1 was significantly higher in the samples of colorectal carcinomas, than in non-cancerous tissues (P<0.05). Lower expression levels were detected in moderately or well differentiated colorectal carcinomas than in poorly differentiated ones (P<0.05). No significant relation was noted between the expression of integrin alpha5beta1 and lymph node metastasis of the colorectal carcinomas (P>0.05). Alpha5beta1 expression is significantly associated with the carcinogenesis and differentiation of colorectal carcinomas, but not with their lymph node metastasis, and the expression level might be used as a valuable pathological indicator for the carcinogenesis and progression of colorectal carcinomas.